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But Akbar was greater than any of the Hapsburgs;
for Hapsburgs* conciliation and alliance was strictly
limited to the Catholic world while Akbar's undoubted
toleration was founded on an integral view of huma-
nity, however vague it might be.

II

Indeed Akbar owed much to these facts about his
life and heritage; and his impartial attitude towards
all was not a little the outcome of their cumulative
effect on his character. In matters of religion this
sovereign virtue of the emperor rose to its supreme
height. He issued a standing declaration that there
should be no interference with anyone's religious
convictions, and that in the matter of worship utmost
freed3m should be allowed to non-Muslims. Thus
while Catholics were murdering Protestants in France,
and Protestants under Elizabeth were murdering
Catholics in England, and the Inquisition was killing
and robbing Jews in Spain, and Bruno was being
burnt at the stake in Italy, Akbar invited the repre-
sentatives of all the religions in his empire to a con-
ference, had their honour pledged to peace, and
issued edicts of toleration for every cult and creed,
and as an evidence of his own equality, himself took
part in the religious festivities of the Hindus as well
as in those of the Muslims. His greatest pleasure
was in a free discussion of religious beliefs, and to
this may be traced "his unwillingness from the outset